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Fashion Models to Walk the Runway for Local Families Touched by Autism 
 

Arts for Autism Enlists Local Fashion Community and Students in Elegant, High-Profile Event to Benefit 

the Autism Society of Northern Virginia; Retailers and Businesses Provide Generous Support 
 

The Autism Society of Northern Virginia (ASNV) will hold its fifth annual Arts for Autism gala and fashion show on 

Saturday, February 21, 2015 at the Grand Atrium Tysons Corner, and it once again promises to be a packed house. 

 

This unique event enlists model-fundraisers from the local fashion community and educational institutions to post their 

pictures on the Arts for Autism website prior to the gala and promote it to friends and family seeking donations and 

support.  The model-fundraisers then get to walk the runway at the gala wearing fine apparel provided by local designers 

and retailers.  Those walking the runway include current and aspiring models, and area students earning community 

service and classroom credit.   

 

Arts for Autism furthers ASNV’s mission to support local families who have been touched by autism, and the gala is also 

a fun and fashionable event held at a beautiful, first-class venue. The gala reception features an art show and a series of 

brief performances and remarks by people in autism community and local elected officials, followed by a New York-style 

fashion show with model fundraisers walking down the runway to the sounds of a dee-jay wearing the latest fashions 

provided by local retailers, designers and boutiques.   

 

The runway fashion show is open to media who register in advance.  It is a high-profile event that offers great visuals and 

the opportunity to mingle with an affluent, influential, fashion-conscious audience.  We promise a memorable evening 

with gourmet food and drink, and a friendly audience supporting a worthy cause.  Please join us for an amazing event! 

 

Who: Artists and performers with autism, community leaders and elected officials, current and aspiring models, and 

local students 

 

What: A gala dinner reception celebrating the autism experience with an art show, a series of brief performances and 

remarks by people in autism community and local elected officials, and a New York-style fashion show featuring 

model fundraisers walking a runway wearing the latest fashions 

 

When: Saturday, February 21, 2015, 6:30-8:00 (dinner), 8:00-10:30 (gala, performances and runway fashion show) 

 

Where: Grand Atrium Tysons Corner, 2236 Gallows Road, Vienna, VA 22182 

 

Why: Autism is the nation’s fastest-growing intellectual disability, and autism prevalence rates have grown to 1 in every 

68 children in the United States.  In Virginia, the number of autistic students in state schools increases an average 

of nearly 20 percent annually, and has grown every year since the state began collecting this data.  The looming 

surge in the number of adults on the spectrum will create unprecedented demand to help this growing population, 

since there are currently few supports for autistic adults who have aged out of the school system.  ASNV serves 

families touched by autism in the Northern Virginia area by providing a full range of services and supports.
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