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Local Autism Community Celebrates Autism Acceptance Month in April 
 

Autism Society of Northern Virginia Plans Variety of Activities and Programs throughout the Month; 

Rosenthal Automotive Group Launches Autism Acceptance Month Promotion with $25,000 Donation 
 

The Autism Society of Northern Virginia (ASNV) plans a full range of programs and activities throughout Autism 

Acceptance Month in April, which follows last week’s announcement from the Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention (CDC) that the number of U.S. children on the autism spectrum has grown to one in 68. 

 

“The CDC announcement about growing autism prevalence rates shows our chapter’s message of awareness, 

acceptance and appreciation is more important than ever,” said ASNV president Ray Nelson.  “Our plans to celebrate 

the autism experience during Autism Acceptance Month reflect our commitment to improving the lives of all affected 

by autism throughout Northern Virginia.” 

 

Autism is the nation’s fastest-growing developmental disability, and CDC’s new prevalence rates are up 30 percent 

since the agency announced two years ago that one child in 88 is on the spectrum.  The increase also calls attention to 

the looming surge in the number of adults on the spectrum that will create unprecedented demand for life-long 

supports in services such as housing, employment, transportation, health care, and opportunities for socializing and 

recreation.  There is currently little in the way of supports and services in Virginia for autistic adults who have aged 

out of the school system. 

 

For more than 40 years, ASNV has served thousands of local autistic individuals and their families by providing 

information, referrals, supports and programs for those who have been touched by autism, and serving as an advocate 

by educating community leaders, elected officials, members of the media and the public at large about autism.  Our 

Intervention Assistance Fund awards semi-annual mini-grants to help families defray the cost of therapies, treatments 

and medical procedures that can make all the difference in the long-term lives of people with autism.  Other signature 

programs include our assistive technology giveaways and training sessions, Autism 101 orientation, and TAP (The 

Autism Partnership) workshops and social opportunities for autistic adults. 

 

ASNV’s Autism Acceptance Month agenda (listing follows) reflects our chapter’s long-standing work on behalf of the 

Northern Virginia autism community, culminating with the third annual Autism Acceptance Walk 

(autismacceptance.org) on Sunday, April 27 at 1:00 at the Fredericksburg Fairgrounds.  The event is organized by 

ASNV president Ray Nelson and other Fredericksburg autism community leaders, and is still accepting new teams 

from anywhere in Northern Virginia who can register by visiting the Walk website.  ASNV’s work is made possible 

through the generosity of our donors and supporters, and for the third straight year, the Rosenthal Automotive Group’s 

dealerships have partnered with our chapter during Autism Acceptance Month with a promotion and $25,000 donation. 

 

“A number of our customers and employees have been touched by autism, and we see our Autism Acceptance Month 

promotion as an opportunity to give them a hand by supporting the Autism Society of Northern Virginia,” said 

Rosenthal President Don Bavely.  “We know autism prevalence rates are steadily increasing in the area, and as part of 

the local business community, we want to do our part to address it.” 

 



 

“We applaud Rosenthal’s generosity in support of the citizens we serve, and how they have recognized the growing 

needs of those who face the everyday challenges and opportunities that are part of the autism experience,” added 

ASNV executive director Sarah Peterson.  “We encourage people in the local autism community who are considering 

buying a new or previously owned vehicle to visit a Rosenthal dealership and take a test drive in April, and ask them to 

tell their friends and family to do the same.” 

 

 

 

ASNV Autism Acceptance Month Programs and Activities 
 

Further information on the following programs and activities is available on the Autism Society of Northern Virginia’s 

website calendar page and/or Facebook page. 

 

Tuesday 4/1: Flight Trampoline Park Autism Acceptance in Flight 

 

Wednesday 4/2: Autism Bounce at Monkey Joe’s Bounce House in Sterling 

 

Thursday 4/3: Dunn Loring Parent Resource Center autism awareness workshop 

 

Friday 4/4: 2 Sisters Art Glass autism acceptance display introduction 

 

Saturday 4/5: Rose Hill Elementary School Rocket Run run/walk and wellness fair 

 

Saturday 4/5: Occoquan Bible Church autism acceptance forum in Woodbridge 

 

Tuesday  4/8: Autism acceptance forum in Leesburg 

 

Sunday 4/12: TAP (The Autism Partnership) program kick-off for autistic adults 

 

Thursday, 4/17: ASNV monthly board meeting 

 

Sunday 4/19: Tysons Corner Center sensory-friendly movie RIO 2 

Autism 101at the Microsoft Tysons Store  

 

Sunday 4/27: ASNV Autism Acceptance Walk 

 

Monday 4/28:  Autism Acceptance forum in Haymarket 

 

The Autism Society of Northern Virginia improves the lives of all affected by autism in Northern Virginia through 

education, advocacy, services, and support for people of all ages with autism. 

 

The Rosenthal Automotive Group’s network of 15 Northern Virginia dealerships represents Audi, BMW, Fiat, Jaguar, 

Land Rover, Mazda, Porsche, Volkswagen and Volvo. 
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